DFO-Coast Guard Arctic Regions Arctic Youth Council
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) and the Canadian Coast Guard (Coast Guard) Arctic
Regions are committed to advancing reconciliation with Inuit, First Nations and Métis, enhancing
capacity, strengthening program and service delivery, providing economic opportunities and increasing
presence in the Arctic. Through recent engagements on the implementation of the new Arctic Regions,
DFO and Coast Guard have heard from Northern partners that employment and retention are key
priorities.
Background
In fiscal 2020-21 Coast Guard and DFO proposed the development of an Arctic Youth Council to
promote and increase Indigenous recruitment and retention in the department. This joint DFO and
Coast Guard project will consist of Inuit, First Nations, and Métis representatives from communities in
the Arctic region. The Council will actively engage Northern youth ages 18-30 years to:
-

enhance youth engagement and spark interest in Departmental initiatives;
gather insight on recruitment and retention in the Arctic Region; and
gather insight on Arctic Region programs and services of interest to AYC members.

The Arctic Youth Council supports departmental mandates, Indigenous Recruitment and Retention
strategy and the Blue Economy by increasing Indigenous participation, supporting Indigenous career
development, and promoting Indigenous youth involvement in oceans management.
Program Details
The Arctic Youth Council is led by a DFO-Coast Guard Indigenous Youth Coordinator who resides in the
North. The AYC Coordinator will leverage existing partnerships and relationships with communities
within the Arctic Region to establish and operate the council.
The AYC, with support from the Youth Coordinator and a professional video production company, will
produce a promotional video (content to be determined by members). The Council will also produce a
list of recommendations to improve recruitment and retention in the Arctic Region. And the Youth
Coordinator will compile a final report outlining lessons learned from this initiative from the
perspective of local Indigenous youth as well as recommendations with respect to DFO and Coast
Guard Arctic Regions that can be used as a tool for other federal government departments and
agencies operating in the Arctic.
DFO and Coast Guard are currently engaging with other Government of Canada youth platforms, such
as the Prime Minister’s Youth Secretariat, as well as Indigenous organizations in the Arctic focused on
opportunities for youth, in order to establish an interest base, ensure the initiative will support ongoing efforts, and seek out future membership.
The pilot program will bring together 12 young adults who will participate in monthly conference calls
and attend a three day face-to-face meeting in the North during 2021/2022 (pending travel
restrictions). The time commitment for Council members is expected to be between 10-20 hours
monthly and Council members will receive an honorarium for their participation. The Council will
collaborate with and advise DFO and Coast Guard on policy and program delivery in the Arctic.
For more information, contact:
DFO.CCGArcticEngagementHub-CentredemobilisationdelaGCCpourl.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

